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     December 2018 

  Ascension Update 

 

Update from the Pastor’s Office 
 

Where is your faith? 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, 
what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched 
with our hands, concerning the word of life— this life was revealed, and 
we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that 
was with the Father and was revealed to us— we declare to you what we 
have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and 
truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We 
are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. (1 John 1:1-4) 

 

Well, where is faith located? Or better: Where is your faith? In the head? In 
the heart?  In your hands? The feet? On your lips? In the nose? 
 
In the New Testament, at the beginning of his letter, a man named John 
(probably not THE gospel John) writes about faith especially in the sensory 
organs.  
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what 
we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our 
hands, concerning the word of life— this life was revealed, and we have seen 
it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the  
Father and was revealed to us—we declare to you what we have seen and 
heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship 
is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things 
so that our joy may be complete. (1 John 1:1-4) 

 

Faith as a very sensual experience: Hearing, seeing with one’s own eyes, 
touching it with one’s hands. And then again the seeing and the hearing… 
And what is it, according to John, that can be grasped with hands and       
experienced with all our senses? It is life! John mentions the "word of life", 
the "revealed life", then "eternal life"… a life "that was with the Father and 
was revealed to us". No doubt: the author speaks about Jesus Christ. 
 
Where is your faith? Is it in your five senses? In the heart? Or just in the head? 
Or nowhere? Many yearn for an experience-able God, and a faith that can be 
experienced.  And when we think of our worship services, we don’t just hear 

it like a lecture, or watch it like a show. Rather, a service is an “embodied” 

expression and experience of faith: we hear God’s good news. There is   
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music, are hymns and songs. We ‘taste and see’ God’s goodness. There is 
shaking of hands, and hugs. There might be the laying on of hands, and 
anointing. There are coloured paraments and linens, sculptures, and 
robes. All of these parts can help us to experience faith. 
 
However, does this experience make our faith… make God more tangible?  
The thing is that God is otherworldly. God is too much for us, too         
incomprehensible. God is outside of every idea, every compartment, every 
image that we might have of God. 
And even the flesh-and-blood-Jesus was not necessarily convincing: How 
often did he order those he healed not to tell anyone. He refused to    
perform signs and miracles on demand. And when the scoffers sneered 
under his cross: "Come down so we see (!) and believe!", Jesus stayed 
hanging, and died badly. And then he walked out a tomb! A weird God-

experience, isn’t it? 

 
Nevertheless, our letter writer has heard, and seen, and touched… has 
somehow experienced Christ in his life with his all senses… has             
experienced a fulfilled and abundant life. 
 
So, what if faith is something that comes before any experiences? Has 
been given to us as gift? After all, what we see, feel, touch, and taste  

depends on what we already bring with us in our heart and mind. Try it:  

Take a walk with someone in silence. And at the end exchange what you 
have heard, seen, smelled, and felt, and what you haven’t. The difference 
in experiences might be surprising! 
 
And what John is saying is that faith guides our senses. Faith shapes our 
experiences. At least, that’s what he has experienced. And this faith    
centers him, roots him, and opens him to an abundant life. 
 
And you? What if you haven’t experienced all of this? Or maybe never had 
any of it? Seen nothing, heard nothing, felt nothing? 
 
Well, John did not just write this letter because …there were also        
recipients. And for them he describes faith with words. What he has     
experienced and learned from his own life he now writes down for others. 
He shares his faith with them. And those who hear him have him in their 
ears and in front of their eyes. And faith becomes shared-with faith,       
im-parted faith.  
 
We all know people who say, "I believe that there is something 'up there', 
like God. And I pray. But for that I don’t need the church, or other people. 
My faith is my own, personal business.”  
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OFFERINGS CURRENT  BENEV.     DESIG. MIN. 
October 28    2106.00  198.00      82.00 
November 4   3117.00  151.00      70.00 
November 11   2143.00   184.00      78.00 
November 18   4050.00   845.00      60.00 
PAR     1070.00  277.00    172.00 
 
ATTENDANCE 
October 28:  71 November 4: 77 
November 11: 56 November 18: 54 
 
 

And at times, we all have felt isolated and alone with our faith, our   
questions, our doubts, and our no-longer-believing. Maybe we have 
thought about God, but have stopped talking to and with God. We might 
have retreated to a place of knowing everything, and don’t want to listen 
to others anymore. And we hardly experience faith and God anymore. 
 
I think, this kind of faith is the exact opposite of what John talks about. 
According to him faith lives, and happens, and thrives in community, “…so 
that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is 
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.” (1Jn 1:3) 
John points out that faith happens in community with one another and it 
comes out of God’s community of Father, Son, and Spirit. So, sure, faith 
is in the senses, on the lips, in the ears. And it is experienced in          
community… not just in a single person.  Faith that is shared builds    
community… A faith community that grows from God, in God, around 
God, and with God. A community that includes those faith bearers before 
us, and those beside us…  

 
We are entering the season of Advent… the time of lighting candles to 
make the darkness around us vanish, and the time of sharing wondrous 
stories of waiting, watching, and anticipating… Faith stories of old that 
have been shared and passed on for 2 millennia… from generation to   
generation. And through the blue of Advent, the greens, the community, 
and the stories God gathers us together through faith. And together in 
community we see the Light breaking into our dark world. We hear the 

Word of God speaking words of hope and peace to us. We experience the 

love of God dwelling among us. And we witness the birth of God becoming 
flesh among us "so that our joy may be complete." (1 Jn 1:4) 
 
May you see God’s Peace, feel God’s Hope, touch God’s Joy, and taste 
God’s Love this Advent. 
 
Pastor Barbara 
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NOVEMBER COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

• Recipients of the Lingle Endowment Fund 
 We received 3 applications this year for the Lingle Endowment 
 Fund, and each applicant will receive $350 from this fund this 
 year. Congratulations to Joy Berg, Marina Hoeppner, and Olivia 
 Hoeppner!  
 Applications for 2019 are due by October 31, 2019.  
 Council would like to acknowledge the generous gift this annual 
 fund continues to provide for our members in pursuing education            
 opportunities in so many diverse ways. 
 

• Card Ministry 
 Ascension sends cards to members who are sick or infirm as a 
 means of reaching out and expressing our love, concern, and    
 prayers for restored health. We are looking for a volunteer to sign 
 those cards on behalf of Ascension.  
 The cards and mailing procedure is handled by the office.  
 

• Helping Hands 
 We are also looking for a volunteer to help with the folding of  
 bulletins on Thursday afternoon, or on Fridays. Please contact  
 Pastor Barbara, any Council Member or the office if you are willing 
 to provide this service. 
 

• Photo Directory 
 We are planning a new Photo Directory for Ascension. We will 
 have  a photographer available before and after the services on 
 Sunday, Jan 13th and on Sunday, Jan 27th. More details to come. 
 

• RARE 
 We are trying to generate some ideas for a RARE event in the New 
 Year. We will have some sheets on the back tables in the narthex 
 for people to write down some ideas during coffee after the      
 service. 

Christmas in the Inner City  
You are invited to engage in Christmas giving for the inner city in a    
number of ways this year. Boxes will be placed in the Place of Welcome 
to collect items for needy people in the inner city. If you would like to 
participate in this, please purchase waterproof ski gloves (medium for 
women, large or extra large for men), toques, and heavy cotton socks. 
Items will be given out at the Bissell Centre through ICPM.   
 
In addition to items, the Social Justice Committee is sponsoring a cookie 
sale on Sunday, Dec. 15th.  Monetary proceeds will be donated to ICPM to 
purchase gift cards to be included in ICPM’s Christmas gift bundles.  
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Advent and Christmas at Ascension 
Advent 1 December 2, 10 AM; Service of the Word 
 
Advent 2  December 9, 10 AM; Lord’s Supper 
                                7 PM; Taize Prayer Service 
 
Advent 3    December 16, 10 AM; Service of the Word, Worship Music Team 
 
Hanging of the Greens  December 16, 7 PM   
While praying and hearing words from the Bible we will put up the  trees, 
and decorate he sanctuary in preparation for Christmas. 
 
Blue Christmas Service December 21, 7 PM 
For those who find this season difficult    
 
Advent 4 December 23, 10 AM; Lord’s Supper 
Caroling December 23, after the service 
 
Christmas Eve  December 24, 7 PM 
Candlelight service with lessons and carols 
 
Christmas Day December 25, 10 AM; Lord’s Supper 
Christmas Carols liturgy 
 
Lessons and Carols December 30, 10 AM 

Cookies and More 
On the morning of Saturday, December 15th, kids and older young at 
heart folks are invited to come to Ascension to decorate Christmas  
cookies. Those attending last year had lots of fun! Families with children 
are invited to come as well as anyone who loves to be with children and 
enjoy a fun intergenerational morning. Decorating begins at 10:30 am. 
 
Bakers! The Social Justice Committee welcomes any donation of plain 
cookies to be decorated as well as other types of cookies and baking. 
These cookies and other baked goods will be sold  after church on    
Sunday, December 16th. Baking should be brought to Ascension by   
Saturday morning, December 15th at 10:30 am. Proceeds from the 
bake sale will be donated to the Inner City Pastor Ministry (ICPM) for 
Christmas at the Bissell Centre. 

To All Committee Chairs: 
In anticipation of our Annual General Meeting on February 17, 2019,  
each committee is required to submit a report of their doings in the past 
year. 
Please have all reports into the office no later than January 11th, 2019 
so they can be typed (if need be) and formatted for the Annual Report. 
Thank you. 
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Thank You! 
After years of faithful service the last of our Helping Hands ladies has  
handed in her resignation. THANK YOU greatly, Doris Hendrickson, for your 
dedication, your reliability, and your support! 
 
One of Doris’ duties was, on behalf of Ascension, to write the beautiful 
Thinking Of You cards, hand-crafted by Eileen Lamb, that probably many of 
you have enjoyed receiving over the last years. And we are looking for 
someone who loves to connect to people through writing, and would be   
interested in continuing this loving ministry.  
For more information, please, contact Pastor Barbara, or Iris in the office. 

 
If you would like to assist/help us in the office by folding our weekly      
bulletins, and inserts, and distribute our monthly correspondence to the 
mailboxes, please let Iris know. 

Volunteer Appreciation Tea 
Ascension is holding our first annual Volunteer Appreciation Tea on    
December 8, at 3PM. For those of you involved in dedicating their 
time and talents find a personal invitation in your mailbox.  
 
In order for us to plan this time of fellowship, please RSVP to the 
office latest by December 1. 

Ascension hosts ICPM Meal 
For over 20 years, Ascension has hosted a meal at the Bissell Centre in coop-
eration with the Inner City Pastor Ministry (ICPM).  On Jan. 27th, 2019      
Ascension will host the next one. Mark your calendars to participate, if you 
are able.   
 
Volunteers will be needed on Sat., Jan. 26th between 9:30 AM and noon to 
make sandwiches and prepare other foods. Volunteers will also be needed for 
transporting and serving food on Sunday morning, Jan. 27th.  
 
Please consider helping, especially if you have never done this before. It is a 
great time of fellowship. Sign up lists for volunteering and baking will be pro-
vided in the Place on Welcome in Dec. If you would like to make a monetary 
donation toward the food, please write a cheque to Ascension, specify 
“Social Justice- ICPM meal” on your envelope and place in the offering plate. 
Thanks for your gifts of time and money, it will be appreciated.  
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Bishops Message - December 2018 

Monthly Updates 
After some deliberation and in order to reduce costs, we would like to   
inform you that the Monthly Updates will be discontinued as of January 
2019. 
 
Usually, most information is printed in the bulletin, is announced, and  
posted on the website to begin with. Only very few items such as the Bish-
op’s Message, Pastor Barbara’s blurb, and the offering update are printed 
exclusively in the Monthly Update. 
 
All information will continue to be distributed, but in the weekly bulletin 
insert, on the website, and through emails. Those signed up to our   
e-newsletter already will receive the bulletin inserts electronically from 
January 2019. 
If you don’t receive our e-newsletter yet, but are interested in receiving 
the information via email, please let Iris in the office know. 
 
Thank you to all who have contributed articles in the past. Please continue 
to send us information pertaining your committee work, etc so that we can 
include them in the weekly inserts. 

Dear Beloved of God –  
We are taught by the morning newspaper headlines and by the evening news 
broadcasts to know names like: Donald Trump, Theresa May, Emmanuel  
Macron, Kim Jong-un, Vladimir Putin, Emperor Augustus, Quirinius - governor 
of Syria. Important people. Politicians, some of whom use power, who keep 
records - who announce that the world should be registered - and the entire 
world moves at their command - even the poor and the pregnant!  
 

Rome reaches out its long arms to the little towns of Nazareth and         
Bethlehem and tightens its grip on its subjects through taxation and military 
might and population control – the empire-building business!  
 

But the name Augustus meant more than just an inconvenient government 
decree for an imperial document carved forever in marble heralded the 
birth-day of Augustus as the birthday of a god! Set in stone, this declaration 
announced the birth of Augustus as good news to the world! As emperor he 
was called soter, which means, “savior.” He was: “god on earth in human 
form, protector of the state, cause of peace and of blessing in the inhabited 
world!” His laws were presented in official propaganda as, “good tidings of 
great joy.”  
 
The official party-line proclaimed that if you want to see deity at work look 
to the Emperor, savior, god, the rising star, the bringer of peace, the  
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one who brings “good tidings of great joy!” And yet, what the record tells 
is of organized violence, militarism and exploitation of the poor. Of an 
emperor - a savior - who killed three of his sons and one of his wives, and 
a number of close advisors because he feared their disloyalty.  
This is how the Christmas gospel begins - with a word of power - a decree - 
with powerful, important people in the powerhouse cities of Rome and 
Jerusalem. But the gospel writer doesn’t stop there instead the writer 
tells of a bunch of politically powerful nobodies - like Joseph and Mary 
from the backward town of Nazareth - in a stable, in a dot-on-the-map-
town called Bethlehem, surrounded by a group of scraggy low-life       
shepherds who lived in the fields and who, likely as not, smelled to high 
heaven!  
The gospel writer invites us to listen carefully and to look closely as the 
stone-cut declaration about Emperor Augustus is countered with another 
word - this one delivered by heavenly messenger rather than Roman     
decree.  
This gospel writer, you see, is busy re-arranging and contrasting our ideas 
about power, about history, about good news of great joy - in this child 
lying in a manger - heard against the backdrop of empire builders, power 
brokers and census takers.  
To people suffering under unbelievable oppression, under the thumb of 
imperial Rome - Luke proclaims that they will hear and see truly good 
news not in imperial decrees, but in a manger - in this “good news of great 
joy for all the people” - in a birth announcement which calls forth worship 
and adoration, amazement and awe, wide-eyed wonder and running feet - 
and hope.  
If we are not stunned by this declaration, perhaps it is because we fail to 
see what God is up to for when God chooses to challenge the empire and 
the idolatry of imperial power God comes as a helpless infant; when God 
chooses to bring hope God comes not as a declaration cut into marble but 
as a babe wrapped in strips of cloth; and when God chooses to embrace us 
and all of humanity with the gift of love God comes not as a decree but in 
flesh. 
 This gospel writer invites us to ask the very real questions. The very real 
questions during the candle lighting and the gathering with family and 
friends, with strangers and friends; in the midst of our very real grief, and 
our very real concerns for our family and friends and for this world: who 
saves and who gives peace? And who claims our ultimate loyalty? And who 
is it that brings good news of great joy?  
Come to Bethlehem and see  
Him whose birth the angels sing 
Come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn king. 
 
 In Christ Jesus –  
Shalom,  
+Bishop Larry Kochendorfer  


